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Club Captain’s report 
Hi everyone! I am excited to find myself 
writing my first report as club captain and 
am looking forward to what the new season 
will bring. As I said at the AGM, Lloyd has 
done an amazing job as club captain for the 
last fifteen years, and I am coming to terms 
with just how much there is to learn and 
consider as club captain. 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who 
helped out on July 14th at the WERCing bee. 
It was a very busy morning with around 
thirty enthusiastic volunteers from the 
novices, club, masters, and school rowers 
who WERCed really hard with amazing 
results. The boat shed, kitchen and gym are 
spotless and the boats are well on the way to 
being ship-shape for the new season. 
 

 
Ella and Tina cleaning up at the WERCing bee 

 
Aside from the recent spate of rain, the water 
has been amazing the last couple of months, 
which is being enjoyed by a hard-core group 
of mainly masters rowers, they have thicker 
skin it seems (or perhaps several layers of 
thermals to keep out the cold!). We have a 
good number of promising new members for 
the coming season and I’m very pleased that 
so many of the novices have come back 
again! Of course I am keen to see the club 
make a strong presence at the regattas so if 
you know of any experienced rowers who 
want to get back into this crazy sport we all 

love, or any wannabe rowers to join our learn 
to row program, I would like to hear from 
them! 
 
Over the next few months I will be working 
to ensure that we build a strong group of 
coaches to enable our crews to reach their 
potential at all levels and to ensure that we 
maintain our rowing plant for the long term. 
Boat allocation is always a hard issue to 
resolve and I hope that the scheme I want to 
develop will allow us to keep our training 
boats in great shape and ensure that our  
top-level boats stay that way.   
 
The camaraderie of rowing is legendary 
compared to many other sports and I want to 
ensure that West End continues its strong 
club spirit, and create an environment where 
we all support and respect our fellow 
members, no matter what level they are 
rowing at. I look forward to seeing you down 
at the club and please feel free to stop me for 
a chat. 
 
I encourage all members (rowing or non 
rowing) to attend the Boot camp sessions we 
have going at the Domain, they are a good 
work out and a great way to get to know new 
and old club members. 
 
Ake Ake Kia Kaha 
Kim Garnham 
 

Men’s report 
Following the success of the Senior Men’s 
squad at the National Championships of 
2012, a crew was selected to represent the 
club at the Henley Royal Regatta in the Prince 
of Wales Challenge Cup for the Men’s 
Intermediate Quadruple Skulls. The crew, 
consisting of Bradley Jowitt, Henry Poor, 
Nick Pusinelli and Joseph Nihotte (stroke to 
bow), trained intensively for three months 
after Nationals to ensure the best chance of 
success at the Regatta.  
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The WERC Henley crew enjoyed two days of 
one-on-one knockout racing at the regatta 
before being knocked out in the semi-finals, 
somewhat outclassed by the British U23 
quad. The Regatta provided an amazing 
experience for the whole crew and is a must-
do for any rower who has the opportunity. 
West End support in England consisted 
mainly of Tony Gibson, Alasdair McGeachie, 
Hana McEwan, Alisa Hildreth as well as 
family members from some of the crew, and 
this support was much appreciated. 
 

 
The WERC Senior Men’s 4- racing at Henley 

 

On the home front the Men’s squad seems to 
be going through a re-building phase. Fergus 
McSwiney and Josh Dylan Mead (from the 
Novice 8 last season) have been joined by 
Michael Hodges (From St Peter’s Cambridge) 
and had their first outing together just 
recently. With regular training they have 
great potential to race at club level this 
coming season. Campbell has also returned 
to training at West End after a short stint with 
another club, and is preparing to head to an 
American University in August. 
 
We have all been enjoying the Boot Camp on 
Tuesday evenings with Brendan Erskine and 
encourage all the guys to get there as often as 
possible.  
 
Lastly congratulations to Stephen Jones and 
Lewis Hollows, both West End RPC rowers 
who competed recently for New Zealand in 
Australia at the Sydney International Regatta. 
They won the U21 quad with Lewis also 
taking away the U21 single scull.  
 
Looking forward to an exciting season ahead. 
 
Ake Ake Kia Kaha 
Joseph Nihotte  
(on behalf of an absent Henry Poor) 

Women’s report 
It is all go for the girls at the club! So far we 
have six novice girls coached by Lew Beck 
and Callum Mill who are on the water and 
ergs – they’re learning very fast and looking 
good. We have six club girls who came up 
from their novice season last year who are 
being trained very well by Keith Page. David 
Vallance has kindly come down a few times 
to assist the seven senior girls who have a 
great crew. Training at least twice a week on 
the water plus Boot Camp run by Brendan 
Erskine on a Tuesday evening has been a 
great foundation to start the season off. 
 
We wish Juliette Haigh the best as she enters 
the London Olympics having excellent 
results at the build-up regattas. Kirstie James, 
our Auckland RPC athlete just finished 
competing in the Trans-Tasman series in 
Australia beating the Aussies and most 
recently has been training with the NZ 
Universities W4- which is heading to Russia 
for the University World Rowing 
Championships later in the year. We are so 
lucky to have these lovely ladies of West End 
for inspiration.  
 
Looking forward to a great season with 
plenty of hard work, along with club spirit 
and fun! 
 
Ake Ake Kia Kaha 
Wynni Dekker 
 

Masters report 
Masters rowers are two months away from 
the masters nationals to be held 22-23 
September at Lake Karapiro. We have several 
groups training regularly including evening 
sessions on the erg.  
 
With the nickname of Lew’s Ladies there is a 
group of keen women who we hope will 
enter their first nationals this year. We also 
have a growing squad eyeing up the World 
Masters games in Italy next August. 
 
It’s been great to see developing interaction 
between the masters and younger rowers and 
with a good turn out for the first clean up it 
sets the scene for more activity. 
 
Simon Malpas 



Schools report 

Baradene, MAGS & St Peters are currently all 
busy recruiting a new group of novice rowers 
for the upcoming season. 
 
One or two keen senior school rowers can be 
seen on the water in the weekends doing 
some winter training. A small group of 
Novice rowers from Western Springs College 
are learning the ropes under the guidance of 
Lew Beck. 
 
Next month should see the commencement of 
training proper for most of the schools, once 
they have their numbers sorted and winter 
sports are out of the way. 
 
Alan Karrebaek 
 

Upcoming events: 
 Wed 1 Aug – Juliette’s W2- final at the 

London Olympics. Watch it with other 
West Enders at The Cavalier from 8pm. 

 Fri 3 Aug – Mahe’s M1x final at the 
London Olympics. Watch it with other 
West Enders at The Cavalier from 8pm. 

 Sat 11 Aug – Next WERCing bee, 9.30am 
to 12noon with a BBQ afterward. 

 Sun 12 Aug – Learn to Row course begins. 
 22-23 Sep – NZ Masters Rowing Champs 

at Karapiro. 
 

2012-13 WERC Exec Committee 
There were a few changes to the WERC Exec 
committee at the AGM last month, here is 
this year’s new committee and their contact 
details: 
 
Bill Tinnock, Patron   09 473 1420 
Tony Gibson, President  09 428 0821 
Kim Garnham, Club Captain  021 066 0581  
Alasdair McGeachie, Secretary 027 239 8175  
Michael Hartley, Treasurer  021 174 4601  
Wynona Dekker, Women’s 021 177 2817 
Henry Poor, Men’s  021 855 626 
Simon Malpas, Masters 021 753 114 
Alan Karrebaek, Schools 021 844 247 
Tony Hurt, Facilities  09 524 5157 
Evan McCaughan, Fundraising 021 990 658 

Suzanne Goldsbury, Comms 021 811 729 
Lew Beck, Safety   09 480 5514 
 
And a special thanks to those members who have 
been standing in while some of the Exec are away. 

Spotlight 
Every newsletter we’ll include a profile of 
one of our members, this month the spotlight 
is on John White.   
 
John won a total of 13 red coats for WERC, 
including winning the NZ Champion double 
sculls with Tony Hurt for eight straight years 
from 1972 to 1979. 
 

 
John White in the 2x in the ‘70s 

 
How long have you been a member of WERC? 
47 years 
 
What made you join WERC?  
After a football accident (a fractured scull) I 
decided to give rowing a go as my father 
rowed for WERC and another relation was a 
champion single sculler. 
 
What’s your most memorable race?  
In 1972 winning the double in the morning 
then the eight in the afternoon. 2 Red Coats, 
great. 
 
What’s your best achievement in rowing?  
Finalist in the World Champs in the quad in 
1975 and the double in 1978. 
 
What advice do you have for other West 
Enders?  
Enjoy being part of the best rowing club in 
the country. 
 
Other than rowing, what else do you enjoy?  
I enjoy most sports and fishing. 
 
What are three things that most West Enders 
probably don’t know about you?  
My first name, my whanau and my age. 
 



Blast from the past 
In the Champion Men’s Eight race at the 1949 
NZ National Champs at Lake Karapiro, all 
hopes were on West End to win the club’s 
first Red Coats. This enviable task was on the 
shoulders of a stern pair made up of Tom 
Engel and the stellar Kerry Ashby. Our club 
Patron, the mighty Bill Tinnock was in six 
seat and completing the power house were 
the strong legs of Murray Ashby, Don 
Rowlands and GL Jarratt. Bow pair were the 
tidy Bruce Culpan and Ted Smith. And 
rounding off the crew were coxswain 
extraordinaire Don Adams and the famous 
West End coach Eric Craies.  
 

 
The WERC Championship Men’s 8+ in 1949 

 
The race started and West End jumped out to 
an early lead stroking 42. Aramoho 
Wanganui (the current NZ and NSW 
champions) came out in second place, 
stroking 36, followed by Auckland in third. 
West End maintained 38-40 while Aramoho 
seemed content to lag a little, still at 36. 
Auckland was half a length back in third, 
Petone a length behind them, while Avon 
and Waitemata were left well behind. West 
End continued their lively stroke and 
Aramoho moved up to challenge with 400m 
to go. Then a great charge came from West 
End, they put in a dozen and drew swiftly 
away to win handsomely by almost a length. 
Their finishing time was 6:06 and this was 
one for the record books, as it was the first 
time West End won the NZ Men’s Champion 
Eights.  
 
To put a seal on this victory, and declare it 
was not just a flash in the pan performance, a 
few weeks later West End beat Aramoho 
again in the Inter-Provincial Champs. These 

two wins were enough to have the entire 
West End crew selected to represent NZ at 
the 1950 Empire Games. 
 

 
Smiles of victory – first Red Coats for WERC 

 
Leading up to the Games the crew set about a 
strenuous training programme at Mercer, 
Ngaruawahia and Karapiro. Keep in mind 
that in those days there were few cars on the 
road and some petrol rationing was still in 
force so travel to these places was a much 
more onerous task than it is today. 3.5 hours 
by bus to Karapiro was fairly normal. 
 
At the 1950 Empire Games (at Karapiro), NZ 
and Australia were to have an epic battle. It 
was pretty even out of the blocks but 
Australia gradually pulled away.  NZ 
managed to claw them back and took the 
lead from Australia, with England in third 
place. Then there was a titanic struggle 
between NZ and Australia in the closing 
stages. The positions see-sawed as each crew 
alternately got its blades in the water and on 
the finishing line Australia won by a margin 
of only one foot. According to many 
witnesses the race could have been NZ’s had 
the finishing line been just a little bit sooner 
or a fraction later.  
 
Within weeks the NZ crew, now back 
wearing West End colours, was defending its 
Championship title at the 1950 NZ Champs 
in Wanganui. This was a course accepted 
then as perfectly good, but acknowledged 
nowadays as not meeting Championship 
standards. On this occasion and in an 
inexplicable result, West End were beaten by 
Aromoho.  Whether this defeat could be 
attributed to physical staleness after the 
Games effort, someone ‘off colour’, or the 



wrong mental approach is known only by 
those in the boat and a few others. However 
the lesson was learnt and the following year, 
West End began an EIGHT year winning 
streak of this event. 
 
I found an old film clip of the 1950 Empire Games 
race, so I will post a link to it on 
www.facebook.com/WestEndRowingClub  
 

Olympics 
Let’s all meet up to watch Juliette and Mahe’s 
Olympic finals together.  Wear West End 
gear or colours to show your support. 
 Juliette Haigh in the W2-, meet at 8pm at 

The Cavalier Tavern (68 College Hill, 
Ponsonby) on Wed 1 August. Rowing 
coverage begins at 8pm and Juliette's race 
is at 11.15pm. 

 Mahe Drysdale in the M1x, meet at 8pm at 
The Cavalier Tavern on Fri 3 August. 
Rowing coverage begins at 8pm and 
Mahe's race is at 12am. 
 

          
Mahe & Juliette at the NZ National Champs, Karapiro 2012 

 

Upcoming season 
We urgently need some experienced coaches 
and we’re currently recruiting active rowers 
for the upcoming season – if you know 
anyone who’s interested, please ask them to 
contact Kim on 021 0660 581. 
 

Learn to Row 
If you have any friends or family members 
who have mentioned they'd love to learn to 
row, please tell them about our Learn to Row 
course. It starts on 12 August and runs for 6 
weeks. It’s at WERC on Sundays from 9-11 
and Wednesdays from 6 to 7.30. The course 
costs $100 per person and is reduced to $50 if 
they bring a friend. At the end of the course if 
they decide to become an ‘active rower’ for 
the summer this fee will be credited to their 
annual club subscription. 

 

Tuesday Boot Camp 
Every Tuesday night you’re all invited to 
attend a WERC boot camp at the Auckland 
Domain, run by Personal Trainer & long time 
West Ender Brendan Erskine.  Meet at the 
grandstand at 6.30pm for a 6.45 start. 
 

Your chance to win... 
Fill in the missing word from these West End 
song lyrics:  
 
“With a _____ and a sway, and the hands 
fast away...” 
 
Then send your name and answer to 
west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com or to WERC, 
P O Box 47180, Ponsonby, Auckland 1144 by 20 

August 2012 and you’re in the draw to win a 
really good mystery prize! 

 

WERC subs 
This is a reminder that your WERC subs for 
the coming season were due on 1 July 2012. 
As discussed at the AGM, the subs this year 
include a $25 increase on all active members. 
Here they are (incl GST): 
 
$915.00    Active member 
$775.00    School member 
$275.00    Coxswain 
$915.00    Masters member 
$575.00    Recreational member 
$125.00    Non-Active member 
 
You can pay your subs directly into the 
WERC bank account: 06 0101 0092602 00. 
Please make sure you put your name into the 
‘Reference’ field. 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/WestEndRowingClub
mailto:west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com


WERCing bee 
After a very successful WERCing bee on 
Saturday 14 July, there’s another one 
organised for Saturday 11 August, from 
9.30am to 12 noon.  All school, masters, 
recreational, active and non-active members, 
both past and present, are encouraged to 
come along. Many hands make light WERC 
and are a lot more fun. Not that we need to 
bribe you, but there will be a BBQ and social 
drinks afterward. 
 

 
WERCing Bee on 14 July 

 

Security alert 
We hate to report that there was a smash and 
grab of someone's hand bag from their car on 
a Sunday morning at the club earlier this 
month. Most concerning was she was gone 
from her car for only five mins, so this means 
the thief was watching for the opportunity. 
 
Here’s what you can do to keep our club safe: 
1. DO NOT leave valuables in your car. 
2. DO NOT jam the back door open to allow 

access for members without keys  
3. ALWAYS put the doors down when 

getting on the water. 
4. ALWAYS make sure that the doors are 

closed and the alarm is set when leaving. 
5. Be EXTRA vigilant with security in 

general and report any unusual behaviour 
immediately. 

 

Let’s keep in touch 
It’s really important that we have your 
correct contact details, so if you haven’t 
already done so, please visit www.werc.co.nz 
and click on Join WERC then Existing 
Member Form, and fill in your details then 
click submit. Simple. 

Contact us 
Email:  
west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com 
 
Website:  
www.werc.co.nz 
 
Facebook page:  
facebook.com/WestEndRowingClub  
 
Street address:  
West End Rowing Club, 26 Saunders Place, 
Avondale, Auckland 1026 
 
Postal address:  
PO Box 47180, Ponsonby, Auckland 1144 
 

WERC for hire 
West End Rowing Club is a unique venue just 
15 minutes from the heart of Auckland’s 
CBD. It's idyllic and peaceful location 
overlooking the Whau River is perfect for 
weddings, conferences, and dinners of up to 
100 guests or drinks receptions of 200. 
 
The reception room is a naturally well lit and 
spacious facility with an accompanying large 
open deck providing a unique indoor/ 
outdoor flow for that special event, 
conference or get together. The full kitchen 
and bar provides easy catering solutions. 
 
To arrange a viewing, or booking, of this 
fantastic venue please contact Margaret 
Carter on 09 834 7589 or 022 601 2943. 
 

Next edition 
If you have an email address but are 
receiving the WERC Newsletter by post, 
please send your name and email address to 
west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com and we’ll 
email it to you next time instead. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be 
receiving the newsletter but didn’t receive it, 
please send their contact details to 
west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com  
 
The next edition of the WERC newsletter will 
be sent out in early September.  Until then, 
take care and happy rowing.  

http://www.werc.co.nz/
mailto:west.end.rowing.nz@gmail.com
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