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COMING EVENTS

The

PLANNING AHEAD 
1st May 2016 Closing Day
7th May 2016 WERC AGM
14th May 2016  WERC Awards evening

REGATTAS  
Takapuna Grammar/ Waitemata Regatta 
at Pupuke this weekend 24 Oct 2015 all 
school crews will be competing

Bennett Shield Regatta at Pupuke 21 Nov 
2015 All club crews will be competing

Patron’s Opening Day 2015
THIS yEAR WE TIMED OuR OPENING DAy TO COINCIDE WITH THE LAuNCH 
Of KERRy ASHBy ROWING ENDOWMENT fuND BEING HELD By MAGS 
THAT SAME WEEKEND. MANy WERC-ERS WERE IN TOWN TO CELEBRATE SO 
WE TOOK THE OPPORTuNITy TO MAKE OuR OPENING DAy CELEBRATIONS 
ExTRA SPECIAL. 
Not only did we have what has become a highly contested and competitive Trial 
8s regatta but we also unveiled our honours boards in the newly renovated entry 
way, and had several new boats named.  We were also treated to lovely Spring 
weather. Pictures capture the fun morning that was had by all who attended.

LEFT: “Old Boys” reunion 1979-1985 WERC 
members L to R: Steve Ashby, Murray Horne, Ian 
Reid, Grant Botica, Gary McGregor, Stu Ashby, 
Keith Hogan, Simon Beck, Ross Ashby, Steve 
Deverell, Darryl Petra, Shane O’Brien.

ABOVE: Pre Trial 8s race banter, Shane O’Brien, 
Ian Reid & Gary McGregor talk it up before 
getting on the water to race.

ABOVE: Close racing as four 8+s head to the 
line.

LEFT: The winning crew; Cox Brittany, Stroke to 
Bow; Sarah-Jane Hanmore, Simon Malpas, Grant 
Botica, Matthew Bluck, Hunter Jack, Rory Baker, 
Campbell Milne, Kate Speakman

More to follow inside



On his arrival home from the morning event Bill Tinnock 
had a call from a very distressed Dame Coralie Rowlands 
who had extreme difficulty with a major traffic hold-up on 
the harbour bridge on her way to the unveiling. She was 
very sorry to have miss the occasion and would like her 
apology to appear in the next issue of West End Newsletter. 

BELOW: Shane O’Brien, Mahé Drysdale, Brontë Drysdale, Juliette Drysdale, Bill Tinnock, Tony Hurt and Kevin Lawton

Patron’s Opening Day 2015 continued...

ABOVE: Tony Hurt and Stephen Jones ABOVE: Juliette and Mahé Drysdale with daughter, Brontë

BELOW: 3 of our 4 Olympic Gold Medallists isn’t bad! Shane O’Brien, Tony 
Hurt and Mahé Drysdale stand together infront of our WERC Olympians 
board. Apologies were given from Dudley Storey who was unable to attend.

ABOVE: Patron - Max Weston was kept very busy with 2 rowing boats 
named and 2 coach boats named and there wasn’t any champange left to 
go around after. Special mention should also go to our Rowing Manager 
- Gerard Campbell through his hard work has already managed to raise 
$72,000 towards new plant and equipment.  

ABOVE: Ross McKee and Club Captain - David Vallance give unveiling speeches ABOVE: Bill Tinnock assisted by Ross McKee unveil the new “Sir Don 
Rowlands Honours Boards” BELOW: Those in attendance check out the new honours boards

The new honours boards have been well received, 
and are a great way for guests to the club to 
understand our proud history and on going 
achievements. Plans are already in place to add 
another board that lists WERC Life members.  
Ross McKee is hard at work making sure this 
happens as well as still trying to track down a good 
image of Shane O’Brien, Dudley Storey and Tony 
Hurt to accompany their names on the Olympians 
Board, its harder than you’d think!



The maintenance team, Grant Larsen, 
Terry Bluck and Mike Lewins have 
set themselves a challenge, to have 
no maintenance issue which causes 
a disturbance to rowing. The huge 
voluntary commitment of these men 
has fully prepared the equipment for 
the strain of summer. Thank you, on 
behalf of all of the rowers and coaches 
at West End. If you would like to 
provide voluntary support under the 
guidance of these men please contact 
rowingmanager@werc.co.nz
The school rowing directors, Dave and 
I continue to share knowledge and 
experiences at three-weekly coaches 
meetings. ‘Team thinking’ at these 
meetings continues to strengthen 
trust; encourage empathy; and improve 
strategic outlook across the various 
West End entities. One example of 
this is sharing of top VIII 2km erg 
scores. The averages are calculated for 
each entity, so everyone can see where 

DAvID vALLANCE

First off I would like to say a big Thank 
You to all those West Enders that came 
along to support the Club’s Opening 
Day and the unveiling of the Club’s new 
Honours Board. I thought it was a very 
special day in the history of the Club.
The new Honours Boards came about 
because of the determination of Ross 
McKee to make it happen. He was 
ably assisted by Kim Littlejohn and 
Max Weston’s research and editing 
skills. Thank you to all of you.
The coming season promises to be the 
biggest in the Club’s history. We have 
the following number of members 
rowing this season:

ARA RegAttA Results 
Held at Lake Pupuke on 10 Oct
MENS OPEN COxLESS fOuR 
Crew#1 N Page, B Langston, J Sodo, H 
Horne Division 1: placed 5th

Crew#2 WESC S Grgicevich, G Dauphin, E 
Horne, E Page Division 1: placed 6th

WOMENS CLuB COxLESS quAD 
Crew#1 E Jeurissen, A Parry, A Robson, G 
Taine Division 1: placed 1st

Crew#2 T Clasper, V Fookes, S Hanmore, M 
Chappell Division 1: placed 4th

MENS CLuB COxLESS quAD 
Crew#1 J Sodo, N Page, B Langston, H 
Horne Division 1: placed 1st

MENS OPEN COxLESS quAD 
Crew#1 A Margetts, B Watkinson, B Langston, 
G Dauphin Division 1: placed 2nd

MENS NOvICE COxED quAD 
Crew#1 J Lee, S Wislang, E Ibarraran, T 
McCartney + B Parrington Division 1: 
placed 1st

WOMENS CLuB COxED fOuR 
Crew#1 E Jeurissen, A Robson, G Taine, A 
Parry + E Larsen Division 1: placed 3rd

WOMENS NOvICE COxED quAD 
Crew#1 A Tasi, M Tane, B Lane, A Lynch + B 
Parrington Division 1: placed 3rd

MENS CLuB COxED fOuR 
Crew#1 N Page, G Dauphin, J Sodo, S Perry 
+ D Dodds Division 1: placed 3rd

Crew#2 S Page, H Horne, E Horne, E Page + 
I Cairns Division 1: placed 1st

MENS NOvICE COxED fOuR 
Crew#1 T McCartney, S Wislang, J Lee, E 
Ibarraran + I Cairns Division 1: placed 2nd

WOMENS NOvICE COxED fOuR 
Crew#1 A Tasi, M Tane, A Tane, A Lynch + B 
Parrington Division 1: placed 2nd

WOMENS CLuB COxED EIGHT 
Crew#1 A Robson, A Parry, S Hanmore, E 
Jeurissen, G Taine, K Austin, S Warnock, A Guy 
+ B Parrington Division 1: placed 1st

MENS CLuB COxED EIGHT 
Crew#1 N Page, B Langston, J Sodo, S Perry, 
E Horne, H Horne, R Utting, E Page + I Cairns 
Division 1: placed 1st

At the club 
Club Rowers/Coxswains    35
School Rowers/Coxswains  149
Masters/Recreational  33

Total  217

AwAy 
ARPC members  6
NZ Summer squad members   2

Total  8

This is even a big increase on the large 
numbers we had last season. These 
numbers put increasing demand on 
our plant and facilities and it will only 
succeed if everyone works together and 
considers all the other squads/crews 
etc when using the club and plant.
Ged Campbell, our new Rowing 
Manager who started on the 1st May 
this year has already made a significant 
contribution to the Club. Not only 
has he been a key factor in retaining 
and recruiting rowers into the Club’s 
Men’s and Women’s squads he has 
been extremely successful in making 
applications to funding charities. So 

4 x Fryan Coach Boats   $50,840
Hudson 4+/x   $33,000
Rowing Cox Boxes 
/Speed Coaches  $5,500

Total  $89,340!

far this year he has raised $72,000 
towards the purchase of the following 
new plant.

CAPTAIN’s REPORT

These purchases help the Club reduce 
our ongoing costs with savings in 
fuel and oil expenses, maintenance 
and servicing costs which are quite a 
considerable amount. It also keeps our 
plant up to date which encourages new 
rowers to join West End.
Thank you Ged for the fantastic work 
you have done so far this season. I 
am confident we will also see the 
contribution Ged has and will make 
to the performance of our crews this 
season and I look forward to seeing 
how they do at the upcoming regattas.
We are also very lucky to have Keith 
Page, Shane Page, Alan Karrabeck, Lucy 
Bennington and Joris Setiadi coaching 
contribution to the club this season. 
Running the club with this many rowers 
is a huge task and if anyone has some 
spare time to contribute for coaching, 
plant maintenance, trailer towing or 
helping manage the club it would be 
very much appreciated.  We have been 
ably assisted over the last 10-15 years by 
the Wednesday morning gang but their 
numbers are reducing and the injection 
of some younger blood would really help. 
If you can come along to lend a hand and 
enjoy the company of some great West 
Enders and a coffee/tea and biscuits. 
9-11am evey Wednesday morning.
Come along to the regattas this season 
and cheer on the Club.
Thanks David

TOP vIII WEST END MEN

Ben Watkinson  6m 21s 
Cole Bran  6m 26s 
Jacob Sodo  6m 30s 
Thomas Hallwright  6m 31s 
Erik Koeford  6m 32s 
Tom Butler  6m 34s 
Josh Shields  6m 40s 
Leo Ngatai-Tafau  6m 40s

TOP vIII WEST END WOMEN

Ellie Jeurissen  7m 16s 
Elyse Pepper  7m 44s 
Amy Hirst  7m 45s 
Sophie Jones  7m 51s 
Porcia Meredith  7m 54s 
Rosemary  7m 59s 
Greta Taine  8m 2s 
Hannah f  8m 2s

The club is beginning To feel elecTric
AN uPDATE fROM ROWING MANAGER - GED CAMPBELL

they stand in comparison to each other. 
This means every athlete becomes 
accountable to producing the fastest 
possible top VIII for their entity. The 
“Alpha Man” and “Alpha Woman” are 
the fastest man and woman over 2km 
and a West End Top VIII is made up 
of the top VIII scores across all of the 
entities. Initiatives like these will add 
to the positive competition, improving 
the entire club environment and 
performance. Congratulations to our 
current Alphas, Ben Watkinson and 
Ellie Jeurissen.
We are in the process of developing a 
leadership team. The team will be made 
up of various club athletes and the 
school rowing captains. The purpose of 
this team is to accelerate behavioural 
improvement at the coal face. The team 
will be expected to construct and define 
good habits and provide behavioural 
leadership, with support and guidance 
from the coaching team.  The complete list of erg scores can be 

found on the erg room wall.

We will surprise ourselves this season 
if we continue the momentum of 
learning and improvement we have 
developed already.

our 2015-16 Werc-rPc-ers
The Auckland Regional Performance 
Centre squad has been named. 
Eight West End Rowing Club 
representatives have made the squad of 
thirty one. 
bAseD At hObsONVIlle
Carl Pracey 
Fergus McSwiney 
Jemma James 
Jonathan Kumarich 
Jonathan Winter 
Lewis Hollows
bAseD At KARApIRO
Mahe Drysdale 
Stephen Jones

Congratulations to our new 
squad members, and we wish 
you all the best for the coming 
season. We will keep an eye 
out for you at regattas and look 
forward to seeing you race.

Jemma James

Lewis Hollows

Carl Pracey Fergus McSwiney Jonathan Kumarich

Jonathan Winter Stephen JonesMahe Drysdale

The Auckland RPC have a facebook page, like it and you’ll recieve latest 
news and pictures on their squad. Search Auckland RPC



The New Zealand Masters 
Championships were held on 
Lake Ruataniwha, near Twizel 
in the spectacular MacKenzie 
Basin over the weekend of 19/20 
September this year and what a 
sumptuous setting it was!! 
Surrounded by snow-covered 
peaks, Ruataniwha is a spectacular 
location  for rowing in spring.  Cold 
yes but gorgeous! Even biting cross 
winds ripping up the course on the 
Saturday, coming as they did from 
fresh snows falling overnight on the 
Lindis Pass, could not diminish the joy 
of experiencing one of New Zealand’s 
most beautiful regions.

West End was represented by just 
seven rowers, a small team, but one 
that was determined to do well. We 
all had trained to win and win we did. 
And after each night, Mike Tolhurst, 
our Chef, prepared and served the 
most extraordinarily nourishing and 
replenishing meals! 

For the future we all agreed that what 
was achieved was nothing more than 
a staging post on a journey from 
national competitiveness to global 
accomplishment. We want to see a 
much larger West End Team win 
medals at the World Masters Games 
at Lake Karapiro in April 2017. 
Meetings will take place in the coming 
weeks, in which all WERC masters 
will be invited to participate, to plot 
and plan with that objective in mind. 

“Masters of the universe”

sTRONG REsULTs FOR ALL WERC ROWERs AT 
NEW ZEALANd MAsTERs ChAMPIONshIPs

REPORT By TIM RuSSELL

OuR Results weRe: 
Men’s E4- gold (Verdonk, Russell, 
Waalkens, Tolhurst)

Men’s E4x gold (Verdonk, Waalkens 
Russell, Milne) 

Men’s E2- bronze (Waalkens, Tolhurst) 

Men’s E2x 5th (Waalkens, Verdonk) 

Men’s f2x silver (Watt - Whakatane RC, 
Russell)

Men’s f4x silver (Watt - Whakatane RC, 
Waalkens, Russell, Tolhurst) 

Mixed f 2x gold (Milne, Menhinnick)

                 4th    (Waalkens, Hatton) 

Mixed f 4x silver (Milne, Tolhurst Hatton, 
Menhinnick) 

Women’s G 2x bronze (Menhinnick 
,Hatton) 

B Menhinnick and P Hatton won gold 
in an f women’s 8+ with St George’s 
RC and B Menhinnick won gold in a 
women’s G 4x with Port Chalmers RC.

E verdonk won two golds, a silver and a 
bronze in composite crews with NSRC, 
D4x, C4x, D2- and D4x Mixed. 

Mike Tolhurst won silver in Mixed D2x 
with Liz forde of St George’s RC

L to R; Mike Tolhurst, David Milne, Patricia Hatton, Bronwyn 
Menhinnick, Tim Russell, Harry Waalkens, Eric Verdonk 

Harry Waalkens and Mike Tolhurst - E2-

Harry Waalkens and Eric Verdonk - E2x

David Milne and Bronwyn Menhinnick - F2x

JulIette DRysDAle AppOINteD MeDIA 
AND cOMMuNIcAtION MANAgeR FOR 
ROwINg New ZeAlAND
COPy AND PASTING ARTICLES fROM THE ROWING NZ WEBSITE JuST GOT A 
WHOLE LOT TRICKER fOR THIS NOT SO LEGIT WERC NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL 
TEAM. WITH OuR vERy OWN JuLIETTE TAKING ON THE POSITION AS MEDIA AND 
COMMuNICATIONS MANAGER OuR BLATANT PLAGIARISM Of STORIES MAy NOT GO 
TOTALLy uNNOTICED.

Of course Juliette is more than 
qualified for the role and not just from 
her 11 years of rowing at an elite level 
for the NZ Rowing team. She also 
holds a Diploma in Public Relations 
from Waikato Uni, a Bachelor of 
Arts, English Literature and History 
from Auckland Uni and a Bachelor 
of Business from Massey. Note, these 

were all completed while rowing! In 
resent years she worked with the New 
Zealand Olympic Committee as an 
Olympic Ambassador Coordinator, 
and travelled extensively in the 
role. Needless to say she is far more 
qualified to write this story than I! She 
took some time out over the past year 
to have her and Mahé’s first child, the 

very cute Brontë. But nothing slows 
Juliette down and she is ready for a 
new challenge. 
We do wish her all the best in her new 
role, and look forward to receiving lots 
of special treatment and seeing a lot 
of extra coverage of WERC’s news 
appearing on the NZ rowing pages. 

How long have you been a 
member of WERC?
Since January 2nd 2014, and it was 
a baptism of fire – I went straight into 
training camp.
What made you join WERC?
I took the opportunity to move to a 
city with flatter water (ex-Wellington 
RC) and did my homework on the 
best women’s squad in Auckland. 
Hands down it was WERC so I came 
to join the party.
What’s your most memorable 
rowing race?
There have been a few that have been 
particularly memorable in different 
ways. 2011 University Games, Women’s 
Intermediate 4x+. It was the first time I 
raced a really good, fast quad and it was 
the first time in a good while that any 
crew had really challenged Otago Uni 
in a women’s event. It was a battle the 
whole way down the course and I think 
it was that race that put quads at the 
top of my favourite boat list.
What’s your best achievement in 
rowing?
My gold medal at Nationals this year in 
the club 1x. It took me 7 seasons to win 

spOtlIght ON AMy RObsON
Every newsletter we ask another WERC member the same questions and 
see what they have to say. This time we asked club rower Amy Robson to 
reveal something about herself and her time in rowing.

a medal at Nationals and to finally be at 
the top of an event I had been racing in 
for a good few seasons was just reward 
for the hard work, development of my 
rowing and general rollercoaster of a 
time that led up to it.
What advice do you have for 
other West Enders?
Not everyone is supposedly “built” for 
rowing, but that doesn’t mean there 
isn’t a place for everyone. If you want 
to row, then row!
Other than rowing, what else do 
you enjoy?
My pre-rowing sports: gymnastics 
and swimming, sport in general, 
reading Harry Potter, food, releasing 
my inner child, and sleeping in…
What are three things that most 
West Enders probably don’t know 
about you?
1) I was the second tallest girl in my 
class when I was 12, but have only 
grown 1cm since.
2) I only started rowing in my first 
year at Victoria University (who have 
an awesome rowing club if you are 
planning on heading to Vic).

3) I have two unusual places on 
my list of places in the world to see: 
Antarctica and Malawi

Amy on podium after winning the Women’s 
club single

Women’s club coxed four crew; Abbi Parry, Jen 
Steele, Ellie Jeurissen,  Amy Robson, cox Lucy 
Bennington, coach Josh Everitt

Amy far right with NZU LW4x in 2013, with 
competitors from Australia



West End Rowing Club the home of

WWW.WERC.CO.NZ

tIl Next tIMe
Thanks again for all the contributors 
to this newsletter, it’s a real team effort. 
Contributors this time were: David 
Vallance, Tim Russell, Amy Robson, 
Kim Littlejohn, Suzanne Goldsbury 
and Ged Campbell, the next WERC 
newsletter will be out in the new year. 
So in the meantime, good luck to all 
West Enders racing over the next few 
months. 

Administration and Communications team email - 
admin@werc.co.nz  
Like us on facebook - search WestEndRowingClub
And check out our website

BARADENE MT ALBERT ST PETERS

THANKS TO OuR PRINTER

AND THANKS TO OuR DESIGNER 
WWW.THEDESIGNBACH.CO.NZ

for the production of this newsletter

If you have suggestions, any news to 
share, or good stories of rowing abroad, 
please email  
admin@werc.co.nz 
We hope you enjoy this newsletter, til 
next time!
Kim & Suz

The riverside thundered as competitors 
in the championship men’s singles race 
passed the Eliot Bridge on Saturday 
afternoon, but one’s man’s voice stood out.
“Mahé!” he cried.
Five-time world rowing and 2012 
Olympic champion Mahé Drysdale, 
starting in bow position two, passed 
defending champion Andrew Campbell 
near the race’s halfway point at Weeks 
Bridge. As he came through the Eliot 
Bridge with two lengths of open water on 
Campbell, the local favorite, and the large 
crowd on the bridge saluted the popular 
New Zealander when it became clear he 
would win.
The win was the third Head Of The 
Charles triumph for Drysdale, who also 
won here in 2005 and 2011.
“It’s nice to win,” Drysdale said. “It was a 
long race, it’s always a tough race because 
you never know how you’re doing. It was 
nice to have Andy Campbell in front of 
me as a gauge. If I passed him I knew I 
did well.”
Drysdale finished in 18:11, 10 seconds 
ahead of John Graves, who suffered a 
five-second penalty for missing a buoy. 
Drysdale finished also 14 seconds had 
of Andrew Campbell, who won the 

Regatta last year in a course 
record at 17:11.
Though he passed Campbell, 
with John Graves only 300 
to 400 meters behind him, 
Drysdale was unsure of 
whether he had maintained his 
lead on the Vermonter. He kept 
this in his mind while he raced.
“I knew that John Graves did 
well but you don’t know until 
you see the times whether you 
won or not,” he said. Graves 
had caught up considerably, 
but it wasn’t enough.
Though conditions were 
tough, a 15-mile-per-hour 
wind gusting to 25, Drysdale 
felt the day played to his 
strengths.
“It was a strong head wind 
but to be honest I kind of like a head 
wind,” said the 6-foot-7, 220-pound 
Drysdale. “I’ve always struggled on 
this course to steer. It’s a very twisty 
winding course so I have always 
struggled to do well.”
He said that he heard the support 
from the sidelines.
“It’s been great. I love Boston and I’ve 

been here a lot and I always have a lot 
of support,” Mahé said.
Drysdale now turns his attention to 
preparing for the Olympics in Rio, 
which may be his last. Though he will 
continue to row, he said it is still up in 
the air whether he’ll continue to row 
competitively for another four years.

hEAd OF ThE ChARLEs TRIUMPh FOR dRysdALE
ALL CREDIT TO SCOTTy SCHENCK fOR THIS ARTICLE – POSTED ON WWW.HOCR.ORG/THE-REGATTA/2015-REGATTA-
NEWS/MENS-CHAMPIONSHIP-SINGLES/ - OCTOBER 18, 2015

Always nice to see our WERC suit on the world stage


